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<£>HE DEGO^ATO^ AND RUI^NISHE^. 



[March, 1885. 



WITH MODERATE MEANS. 



By Ella Rodman Church, 
author of -'how to furnish a home.' 



ETC. 



U T AM perfectly discouraged ! A thousand 

^ dollars looked like such a heap of money 
at first, more than I ever had to spend at once in 
all my life before, and now I find that it would 
be the easiest thing in the world to invest it all 
in a single suite of parlor furniture." 

" So that is where you began, is it ?" 

"Why, isn't that the place to begin at, auntie? 
The parlor, you know, will cost the most, but I 
cannot spend all my money on it and have 
nothing left for the other rooms." 

"Not very conveniently, I should say, if the 
house is to be occupied by ordinary human 
beings. There are ten hundreds in a thousand, 
and two of these tenths, or one fifth of the whole 
amount, is all that you can lawfully set aside for 
the parlor. But being weakly moved by that 
disappointed countenance, I will allow you an 
extra $50." 

"What can one get in the way of parlor furni- 
ture for $250 ? Why, a sofa alone would cost that!" 

"A sofa, perhaps, but not every sofa; this one 
certainly did not." 

It was a very comfortable affair, covered with 
well selected cretonne, but it had evidently not 

been bought at H-^ 's or C 's, or any of 

the grand establishments where the stock in trade 
represents tens of thousands." 

"This wouldn't do for a parlor sofa?" in- 
terrogatively. 

"It might if the parlor belonged to a very 
simple country house. I would suggest something 
different, however, for your parlor. Harmony is 
the first principle in furnishing, and. a showy 
parlor with a bare dining-room, comfortless bed- 
rooms, and a kitchen devoid of conveniences, is 
anything but harmonious." 

" I never thought of the kitchen ! but I sup- 
pose that will not require much money." 

" More, perhaps, than you think ; but a small 
family can begin with only absolute necessaries, 
and add to their stock as they find it convenient. 
Everything need not be bought at once." 

" Could we really manage in that way ?" 

"I see no reason why you should not. I 
would not advise leaving any part of the house 
which is for real use in a state of destitution; but 
the kitchen utensils may be increased by degrees, 
and the parlor, the spare bedroom, and even the 
library or sitting-room can unfold gradually. You 
can tell so much better when you are really in a 
house what superfluous articles will look best in 
it and also what furniture that is not superfluous, 
that I would advise, before taking possession, the 
purchase of only such things as are actual necessi- 
ties, both as a matter of economy and to enjoy 
the delightful pleasure of picking up bargains at 
one's leisure." 

" But are we sure of picking up the bargains ?" 

" Quite sure, I think, if you are not in a 
hurry, if there is no moral necessity for having 
everything in running order at a given time. 
People who do things in a hurry always do them 
at a disadvantage, and of nothing is this more true 
than in furnishing a house. Take your time, 
select each article with care and judgment, and 
you will be surprised to find what can be done 
with a moderate sum of money." 

"But is not this like some people's way of 
house cleaning, having it around all the time ?" 

"Not at all, for you are not to 'have it 
around.' Consider your house furnished when yon 
have the necessaries, except as you add to it at 
intervals some desirable object, the proper effect 
of which could not be calculated until the other 
things were in place. Tradespeople often sell 
goods at a disadvantage to themselves for various 
reasons ; then private parties are frequently glad 
to obtain even a second-hand price for articles 
that are as good as new, and this year of 1885 is 
likely to be the harvest for buyers, as prices are so 
much lower than ever before." 

The crisp cheque is spread out caressingly. 

"I should like to make it go ever so far and 
surprise them all. So good of Uncle George ! he 
gives the same to all his nieces, you know, when 
they are married. But papa said he wouldn't 
trust me with it any further than carpets, and 
Edward laughed outright when I proposed fur- 
nishing the house with it. He says he has a little 
reserved fund for me to fall back upon when I 
come to grief." 

"Make up your mind resolutely then, that you 
will not come to grief, and on no account touch 
the reserved fund. It is a wonderfully convenient 
thing to have, and in Edward's circumstances you 
will not be justified in spending it, in addition to 
the $1,000, on furniture." 



"Never fear auntie, I shall punish him for 
that laugh by reducing him to a perfect imbecility 
of wonder at my financial abilities, or yours I had 
better say." 

"We will proceed forthwith then to business, 
and see what we can actually accomplish. 

" It is not very exhilarating to begin with 
kitchen things, they are so utterly uninteresting 
and they absorb money without making any show 
for it." 

"Would you begin with the parlor instead ?" 

"Well, yes, I think I would. That once se- 
cured, I could go on to the other things' with 
better grace. The parlor is really the most im- 
portant part of a house." 

"It is the most conspicuous part, perhaps, 
but not the most important, unless you admit 
that the crown of a tree is more valuable than 
the roots. But let us keep to plain matter of fact. 
And this suggests that the parlor 'once secured,' 
you would have little or nothing left to 'go on' 
with to the other things." 

"I am not sure but that you are right, and 
behold me then armed with pencil and paper, 
ready to put down the wise suggestions about to 
drop like pearls and diamonds from your lips. As 
linoleum is too expensive for my purse, I suppose 
that I had better head the list of 'necessaries' 
with twenty-five yards of rag carpet." 

"You had better do nothing of the kind. 
Paint your kitchen floor a good, wearing brown, 
and have for cold weather a strip or two of rag 
carpet where there is most standing. This will 
answer every purpose, be much cleaner and less ex- 
pensive than to cover the floor with rag carpet." 

"But it strikes me that this sounds rather 
comfortless. Should there not at least be oil-cloth 
on the floor ? That is clean." 

"Not unless it .is frequently washed, which 
adds to the work. Servants, too. will persist in 
scrubbing it, and this wears it out. Besides, do 
you know what oil cloth costs ? A quality worth 
buying — and poor oil-cloth is never worth it — is 
from $1.00 to $1.25 a square yard, and as your 
kitchen is about 15' x 13, exclusive of the long 
closet, which is so convenient, enough oil-cloth to 
cover it would cost nearly $25.00. Very clean and 
nice it looks at first, but it soon wears shabby 
with the constant scrubbing, and I should prefer 
putting the difference on my parlor floor." 

"Why, auntie,- you are really improving, that- 
sounds more like me than you." 

"We shall reach the parlor floor all in good 
time, but our present business is with the kitchen. 
You will find plenty of printed directions for stain- 
ing floors, in fact, for staining everything that can 
be stained, but the most satisfactory method is to 
get a painter to do it. He brings his material all 
ready prepared, and it is something to be saved 
an intimate acquaintance with turpentine, asphal- 
tum, bees'-wax, and the rest of it." 

"Yet cousin Lotty stained all their floors, and 
Walter painted the woodwork, when they touched 
up their house so artistically. They really did 
wonderful things on $500. 

" Some of their wonderful things, however, 
will not wear, and that is as important a consid- 
eration as first cost. It is "better to make less 
show and have the work thoroughly done, and 
the furniture well put together. To return to our 
kitchen floor, it should not cost you over $5.00, 
rag carpet and all, and we will put it down at 
that. Next, you want two tables." 

" And why two, most sapient auntie ? Must 
each servant have a separate one for her meals?" 

" No, most absurd niece, but many other uses 
are made of kitchen tables. Where do you sup- 
pose the bread is mixed, meat and vegetables 
prepared, and dishes washed ? You want a good- 
sized pine table, which will cost about $2.50, and 
a smaller one at $1.25. Get four painted or curled 
maple chairs for about 75 cents each. These can 
be bought at a sale, if in good condition, and may 
often be secured for a trifle." 

"The excitement of a sale must be quite de- 
lightful—couldn't I buy a great deal of the furni- 
ture in this way ?" 

" Not very safely ; one's understanding gets so 
whirled about in such places. Kitchen things, 
however, are usually sacrificed, a whole table-full 
often going for a mere song; but on the other 
hand, the five-cent stores furnish a very fair 
quality of small articles at the lowest of prices, and 
these can be had at any time. I advise you to get 
what is necessary in these very democratic bazars." 

"I will, indeed; for though on pleasure bent 
I have a frugal mind, especially when it comes to 
kitchen ware." 

"Besides the single chairs, put a rocker in the 
kitchen, which you may also find very low at a sale." 

"But will not that encourage the handmaids 
in idleness ? The kitchen is the place for work." 

"All the more reason why the seats there 
should be comfortable. There is not much danger 



of their being occupied in working hours, and 
wherever the experiment has been tried it has 
worked well. Get the rocker by all means." 

"Very well. Now what next? Ranges grow 
in kitchens, I think, all ready for use ?" 

"The range grows, but the things which are 
used on ranges do not. You will need, for in- 
stance, a wash boiler, and one suited to your 
moderate requirements costs $1.25. A tea kettle 
will cost $1.00 ; a medium-sized iron pot $1.00 ; a 
small one 50 cents ; a tin preserving kettle, $1.00 ; 
two tin saucepans, $1.00; two frying pans, $1.00; 
a large dish pan 50 cents ; a small one 25 cents ; a 
pan for baking rolls 75 cents; a dripping pan 
$1.00 ; a square baking tin 88 cents ; two earthen 
pans 75 cents; a set of white bowls for various 
uses 30 cents ; two bowls with lips 50 cents ; a coffee 
boiler 35 cents; a medium-sized gridiron 50 cents." 

"I have been wondering if you would ever 
stop. That cormorant of a range has swallowed 
up no less than $12.03 !" 

"The cormorant of a kitchen will swallow up 
still more before we get through with it. Put 
down a chopping tray and knife at 60 cents; a 
bowl for mixing bread, and knife, 50 cents ; a 
rolling pin and pastry board 60 cents ; a flour 
sieve 20 cents ; collander 20 cents ; a large wooden 
spoon 10 cents ; four large iron spoons 60 cents ; 
dredging box 10 cents ; pepper box 10 cents ; a 
large fork for handling meats, 15 cents ; a small 
strainer for tea and coffee 10 cents ; a coffee pot 75 . 
cents ; a' tea drawer 15 cents ; a potato masher 10 
cents ; an egg beater 25 cents ; two dish pans 60 
cents ; a pair of light scales 30 cents " 

"Isn't the shower nearly over auntie?" . 

"A market basket 50 cents; a covered pail for 
slops $1.00 ; a coal scuttle 75 cents ; a can opener 
25 cents; a nail hammer 50 cents; claw and tack 
hammer 20 cents ; spoon and fork basket $1.25 ; 
clothes basket $1.35; hatchet 25 cents; knife box 
25 cents; knife board 25 cents; coffee mill 75 
cents ; step ladder $2.50 ; clock $1.00 ; bread box 
$1.00 ; clothes horse $1.25 ; skirt board $1.00 ; bosom 
board 25 cents ; wash board 38 cents ; clothes pins 
18 cents ; stand for flat irons 15 cents ; clothes 
lines 75 cents ; . four flat irons $2.00 ; ironing 
blankets $1.25 ; two carpet brooms 80 cents ; stove 
brush 25 cents ; dust pan 15 cents ; rolling pin 15 
cents ; vegetable skimmer 18 cents ; medium-sized 
wire sieve 35 cents ; two water pails 50 cents ; a 
lemon squeezer 25 cents ; a sieve 35 cents ; a cake 
turner 10 cents ; six pie plates 42 cents ; two 
graters 25 cents ; two gridirons 5.0 cents ; that I 
think, will do for a beginning." 

"A beginning! If this is only a beginning, I 
may as well invest the. whole $1,000 in kitchen 
furniture. Just hear what this list amounts to, 
actually $27.83!" y 

"I am not surprised; these are the sinews, so 
to speak, of housekeeping. The kitchen is some- 
thing of a sponge, certainly, but the prices given 
are the charges at ordinary furnishing stores. 
Many of them can often, as I have suggested, be 
purchased for a trifle, and in this way you will 
scarcely feel the small additions that will be found 
necessary from time to time. No mention has yet 
been made of a clothes-wringer, for whieh you will 
have to pay about $5.00 ; a stair brush 75 cents ; a 
feather duster 75 cents ; some cups, plates, saucers, 
etc., for servants' use $2.00, and a refrigerator at 
$10.00. You will also need two kitchen table 
cloths $1.50 ; coarse dish towels $1.00 ; washing 
towels for kitchen $1.00 ; white plaid half-curtains 
for windows, 50 cents." 

"And these trifles add only the modest sum of 
$22.50 to the general aggregate 1 The result of the 
united sums being $62.36." 

"And that., let me tell you, is getting off very 
easily indeed. In all probability, when you really 
begin housekeeping, you will find yourself, even 
with this outfit, in total destitution of some of 
the necessaries of life. I would advise you to pur- 
chase in addition, for about $6.00, a settle table 
which can be turned up to use as a seat, and 
which conveniently accommodates the ironing- 
. blanket and paraphernalia in a drawer, under- 
neath. And it would be well to let the carpenter 
put up a bracket or two and a small shelf near 
one of the windows." 

"And may I ask what for?" 

"To accommodate a pot of tradescantha, or a 
geranium, a few books for leisure evening hours, 
and possibly a work basket and pen and ink. 

"I am afraid this part of the kitchen would 
look like one that a lady undertook to furnish 
esthetically for the purpose of educating Bridget 
up to a high art standard, and which the latter 
soon reduced to a state of chaos. There is a very 
funny picture of the two phases." 

"I shall not be ridiculed out of my theory 
that some provision should be made for the finer 
needs of those whose best hours are spent in our 
kitchens, and who are generally treated too much 
like mere beasts of burden." 



